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INTRODUCTION: Good evening. My name is and I'm calling from Wilson Research Strategies, a
national public opinion firm. This evening we're conducting a short scientific survey on this issue of taxes in Texas
and we'd like to get your opinions. We're not selling anything and your responses will be completely confidential.

1. Many economists agree that business taxes are not actually paid by the business, but by employees, business
owners and consumers. Who do you believe bears the greatest burden when a business is taxed?
IREAD AND ROTATE LIST]

1. The DUSINESS ItSEIf....iiiieicee e 13%
2. Te DUSINESS OWNET ..cieiiiiieieeee et s 14%
3. ThE EMPIOYEES ...ttt e e e e e e n e e e e e s 11%
4, The CONSUMET OF CUSLOMIEN ..cuueiieiieeeee st 52%
5. DK/REFUSEA DNR] <..ocvevereecvreecreeeeteeseesessessessessessessesssssessesassssssnssneanes 10%
2. Recently, you may have read some media coverage regarding the Texas legislature's plan to cut some school

property taxes and replacing those with state dollars. This would result in a tax shift. More state dollars
would be needed to replace the local property tax money going to schools. How much would you say you know
about the legislature's tax plan? Would you say you know a great deal about the plan, you know a little bit
about the plan, or would you say you know almost nothing about the plan? If you've not heard anything
regarding the legislature’s plan, please say so.

COMBO INFORMED......coeecciermnsererssssneessssmssessssnseessssnmessssssmmessssnmnees 46%
1. KNOW @ 8reat deal.......cui ettt e 8%
2. KNOW @ HEE Dt ..eeeeeeieeeeeeeee e 38%
3. Know almost NOthiNG.........ouv e 30%
4, Heard nothing @about it ......coccceeei i 23%

COMBO UNINFORMED.......cccmscerrmnssmrensssmneessssnmeessssnmsesssssmmesssssmmnees 53%
5. DK/REFUSEA DNR] «..oveveceecvreeeteeeeeteeseesessessessessessesasssessssassss s ssessnsaseans 1%

3. From everything you have seen, read or heard, no matter how much or how little, would you say you favor or

oppose the legislature’s plan to cut property taxes by increasing other taxes?
IPROBE: STRONGLY/SOMEWHAT]|

COMBO SUPPORT .....emtiiirrrmmrssensseresssmssssnsssssmsssssssssnsessssssssnsssssnnssns 38%
1. L0 (0] 7=41 Y8 = 1V o] R 18%
2. SOMEWNAT FAVOT ... 20%
3. SOMEWNAT OPPOSE ..eeiiieeeeiiccrrrriie e e e e sessrrrr e e e s e eesssnreeeeesseesnsssnneeeesesens 21%
4, STrONEIY OPPOSE ..eeeeeieeeceeee ettt e e e reee s e e s e e s e e e e e sne e e s e ne e e e enanees 22%

COMBO OPPOSE .......ccoiiirrmmrncerrscres s s ssee s ssmss e s s smn s s e s ssms s e smenans 43%
5. DK/REFUSEA DNR] <..oceeveeecereecreseeteeseesessessessessessessesssssessessssssssnssnsanes 19%
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If the legislature’s tax plan becomes law and the property tax cuts actually go into effect, which of the following
statements most represents what you believe will be the ultimate effect on you personally and the taxes you

pay:

1. My property tax cut will be permanent if this tax plan passes........... 8%
2. My property tax cut will be temporary if this tax plan passes
because appraisal rates will go up or the legislature will
ultimately increase property taxes again in the future.......cccccueene. 45%
3. | believe | will probably end up paying more in taxes
if This taX Plan PASSES ...civeviiiiircieer it 38%
4. DK/REFUSEA DNR) ...cvucerereeercteessseee s sess s sess s s esassenas 10%

The legislature’s tax plan includes expanding the franchise tax to personal partnerships, like doctors and
accountants, and the income the individual partners earn. Many say that this expanded franchise tax is
actually a tax on income and is the first step toward a personal income tax in Texas. Those who support the
plan argue that these partnerships are actually businesses and it’s only fair that they also pay the franchise
tax. Do you agree that expanding the franchise tax to include individual partners is the first step toward a
personal income tax in Texas or do you agree it is only fair that partnerships pay the franchise tax?

1. The first step toward a personal income tax in Texas......cccceeveeerrune 31%
2. It is only fair that partnerships pay the franchise tax.........ccccevueen. 50%
3. DK/REfUSEA DNR| ..eeiiieieceee et e eee st se e e e e e e e n 19%

Many critics of this property tax cut plan have suggested that the Texas state government should simply cut
spending by 3 percent across the board to cut property taxes rather than increasing any taxes. Those who
support the tax plan have responded that spending has been cut all it can be and taxes must be increased in
certain areas to provide for a property tax cut. What about you? Would you rather see state spending cut by 3
percent across the board to provide for property tax cuts or do you agree that spending has been cut all it can
be?

1. Cut spending rather than increasing any taxes ....ccccccccevreceeeerrcneenns 60%
2. Spending has been cut all it Can be .....eeeeeeciee e 29%
3. DK/REFUSEA [DNR| ...coveveeeeeererereeeesseseeesssssesesssssssessssssssesssssssssnsssssssnns 12%

Another option being considered is that, rather than create new taxes on businesses, the Texas legislature
could tax punitive damage awards. As you may be aware, punitive damage awards are those awards given
during the course of a lawsuit to cover things like pain and suffering. On average, trial lawyers keep between
one-third to one-half of this award. Which do you think is a better idea, put new taxes on Texas businesses or
tax lawyers through a tax on punitive damage awards?

1. New tax on TeXas DUSINESSES.....cccvvreerrrrrereeeseee e 15%
2. Tax punitive damage awards ........ccecceeeceeereeerreeesreeesseeeeseessseeessseeeas 68%
3. BOth DNR..c.cuverueeereieieseaesessee e b s b b s se s benae 4%
4, NEINE DNR].....c.ceeeeeeeeeeeererereeeeeteseeessseseeseesseesssssassesessssesesssssssassasns 6%
5. DK/REUSEA DNR ....ecvuvriericicecre et 8%

The Texas House recently passed legislation to make it easier for taxpayers to call for an election to rollback
property taxes as appraised values rise—which causes tax bills to increase. Do you believe this legislation
should be passed by the senate and signed by the governor?

1. R PR 51%
2. o N 33%
3 DK/REFUSEA [DNR| ...euveveeeeeererereeeessesseesessseesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnas 17%
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10.

The Texas legislature is likely to increase two-year government spending by twenty percent before they
conclude their business at the end of the month. Would you support or oppose a constitutional amendment
that strictly limits the growth in government spending to inflation plus population growth, which would currently
be approximately ten percent over two years?

COMBO SUPPORT ....ocmrirermssmmrsssensssmeesssmssssesssssmssssssssssnsssssssssnsssssnnssns 58%
1. 10 0] 0 7=4 1] o] o o] o ST 32%
2. SOMEWNAL SUPPOIT ..eeiiiieiettee e 26%
3. SOMEWNAT OPPOSE ..eeiiiereieieete et 13%
4, STONEIY OPPOSE .eeeeeieeeee ettt ne e s 16%

COMBO OPPOSE .......cciiirmrmmrssirrssmeesssmssssee s sssmssssssssssssssssssssmsssssmessns 29%
5. DK/REFUSEA DNR) ...cvucevecrrecreteeseseee et sess s s s sassenas 13%

School finance legislation that would trim property taxes, raise teacher salaries, increase state oversight of
charter schools and launch a merit pay program for teachers was passed last Friday by the Texas Senate
Education Committee. The measure, which would boost funding for public schools by about $2.8 billion over
two years would expand the current business tax and also institute a state-wide property tax. To institute a
state-wide property tax, voters would need to approve a constitutional amendment. From what you know, if a
vote were held on this constitutional amendment to institute a statewide property tax today, would you vote for
or against it?

1. LTS (o] TSR 30%
2. VOLE BZAINST ..o e e sne e 57%
3. Undecided/DK/Refused DNR| ......ccoriiiiiimreiee e 13%

Now, just a few more questions for demographic purposes.

11.

12.

13.

With which political party are you affiliated?

1. ST o101 o] [ o= ] o PSSR 34%
2. D270 o o1 - | TSP 34%
3. TaTo =] oT=Tq Ve = o PSSR 23%
4, Other (SPECITY) tiievieiiieiieee it e s e e e 2%
5. DK/REFUSEA DNR ...ocvurriercieecre et sesae s 7%

Thinking about issues and politics, do you consider yourself to be (ROTATE) conservative, moderate or liberal in
your political beliefs?

IPROBE: VERY/SOMEWHAT]

COMBO CONSERVATIVE ....ccoiccccimmmrrriiesrcssmmmmseeee s s sssssmsmssese s e sssssmmmnnens 48%
1. VEIY CONSEIVALIVE....ueieiicieei et 20%
2. Somewhat CONSErVatiVe ... e e 28%
3. Y (0o (=T = = 33%
4, SOMEWNATL [IDEIAL ... e s 7%
5. RV Y 11 0 T= = | ST 5%

COMBO LIBERAL ....cciiiamsmiiiiiiiissssnsssinnnsssssssnssssssss s s snsssssssn s s sssssnnsssns 12%
6. DK/REFUSEA DNR] ....ocvuvriercieacreieestes e b s 6%

What is your annual family income? Is it (READ LIST)

1. UNdEr $20,000........cumueeeeeeereeesseesessesssssessessessessessessessessessessessessssanens 12%
2. Between $20,001 & $40,000........cceeueruereemreeeeereesesaessessessesseeesaeeanes 20%
3. Between $40,001 & $60,000........ccoeueruereerreereeseeseraessesseesesseeaeseeanes 16%
4. Between $60,001 & $75,000.........cecuecreeuerreeeeesessersessesseesesseesesaeeanes 10%
5. OVEE $75,000 ..ottt sesae s s s e s e ae s sne e s aaessans 25%
6. DK/REFUSEA DNR] ...vueeereecrcreiese et ses s s s sesssnas 18%
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

In your current place of residence, do you own your home or do you rent?

1. L0 )1 o T a0 1 0= 83%
2. = N 12%
3. N[ 1 1 1%
4, DK/REUSEA DNR] ...vceuvrieeecieacreieesses s s s 4%

What is your race?

1 L ESY o = ] e S SRSRP 15%
2 FAN o7 A B AN g L=Y (7= [ o PN 10%
3 PN = L o3 1%
4 L N 70%
5 (01 T= T (=T 0= T o1 1 ) R 2%
6 RETUSEA i 3%

1 RS T2 TN 6%
2 2B-Z0..ueueueeeeeeuneuuueuttr ——————————————————tsttts—atata—————t—atattratatarararnrnrnrrrrnnnnnnnnnnnn 18%
3 g L5 Y 29%
4 LT GG 1 TR 20%
5 (O A TG 1 T 24%
6 RETUSEA e 4%

Media Market PRE-CODE|

1. Dallas/Ft. WOIth ...ttt 18%
2. L (o U] (o o SRR 19%
3. AUSEIN/WaCO-TEMPIE .eeeieeieieteee e 9%
4, ST Y 1 (] Y[ T R 7%
5. Lrdo/Crp Ch/MCaIN-BIW ....coiveieiiiieiienseeeesseseees e s 8%
6. Shrvpt/TXIKNG/ TYIET oottt 12%
7. El Paso/Ods-Md/SN Agl.....eeuuiiiiieereietee st s 7%
8. [ o Tod 20772V 0 1 | o TSRS 8%
o. Beaumont-Pt. Arthur ......eeei e 12%

Geographic Break: |PRE-CODE

1. = 1oy A Y = TN 20%
2. HOUSLON/GaIVESTON .eoiiieiie ettt e s 20%
3. D= ] = 1N 18%
4, LO7CT a1 = ]I =)= 1 T 23%
5. Yo T8 L1 T =3 €= 1SN 8%
6. N 1 T = e F 8%
7. WEST TEXAS . uuuuuuiun s sassassasasasassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssnnsnnnnnnnn 4%
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